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We the People of the United States, in Order to forma nore perfect

Uni on, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the

conmon defence, pronote the general Welfare, and secure the Bl essings

of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish
this Constitution for the United States of Anmerica.
ARTI CLE. |.

Section 1. Al legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a
Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and
House of Representatives.

SECTION. 2. (1) The House of Representatives shall be conposed of
Menbers chosen every second Year by the People of the several States,
and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite
for Electors of the npbst nunerous Branch of the State Legi sl ature.

(2)No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to

the Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the
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United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that
State in which he shall be chosen

(3) Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned anong the
several States which may be included within this Union, according to
their respective Nunbers, which shall be determi ned by adding to the
whol e Nunber of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a
Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of al
ot her Persons.(!2) The actual Enuneration shall be nade within three
Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and
within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shal
by Law direct. The Nunmber of Representatives shall not exceed one for
every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one
Representative; and until such enuneration shall be nade, the State of
New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight,
Rhode- | sl and and Provi dence Pl antations one, Connecticut five, New York
si x, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryl and six,
Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Ceorgia
three.

(4) When vacanci es happen in the Representation fromany State, the
Executive Authority thereof shall issue Wits of Election to fill such
Vacanci es.

(5) The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and ot her
O ficers; and shall have the sole Power of |npeachnent.

SECTION. 3. (1) The Senate of the United States shall be conposed of two
Senators fromeach State, chosen by the Legislature thereof,(!3) for
si x Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote.

(2)I'mediately after they shall be assenbled in Consequence of the first
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El ection, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three d asses.
The Seats of the Senators of the first Cass shall be vacated at the
Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of
the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth
Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; and if
Vacanci es happen by Resignation, or otherw se, during the Recess of the
Legi sl ature of any State, the Executive thereof may make tenporary

Appoi ntrrents until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then
fill such Vacancies. (!4)

(3)No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age
of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and
who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he
shal | be chosen.

(4) The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the
Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided.

(5) The Senate shall chuse their other Oficers, and also a President pro
tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise
the Ofice of President of the United States.

(6) The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Inpeachnments. Wen
sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Cath or Affirmati on. Wen the
President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shal
preside: And no Person shall be convicted w thout the Concurrence of two
thirds of the Menbers present.

(7)Judgnent in Cases of |npeachnent shall not extend further than to
renoval from O fice, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Ofice
of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party

convi cted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial
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Judgnent and Puni shnent, according to Law.

SECTION. 4. (1) The Times, Places and Manner of hol ding El ections for
Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the
Legi sl ature thereof; but the Congress may at any tine by Law nake or
alter such Regul ati ons, except as to the Places of chusing Senators.

(2) The Congress shall assenble at | east once in every Year, and such
Meeting shall be on the first Monday in Decenber, (!5) unless they shal
by Law appoint a different Day.

SECTION. 5. (1)Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns
and Qualifications of its own Menbers, and a Majority of each shal
constitute a Quorumto do Business; but a snaller Nunber nmay adjourn
fromday to day, and may be authorized to conpel the Attendance of
absent Menbers, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House
may provi de.

(2) Each House may determ ne the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its
Menbers for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two
thirds, expel a Menber.

(3) Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and fromtinme to
time publish the sane, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgnent
require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Menbers of either House on
any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be
entered on the Journal

(4) Nei t her House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the
Consent of the other, adjourn for nmore than three days, nor to any other
Pl ace than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting.

SECTION. 6. (1) The Senators and Representatives shall receive a

Conpensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and pai d out
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of the Treasury of the United States.\6\ N They shall in all Cases,
except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from
Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their respective
Houses, and in going to and returning fromthe sane; and for any Speech
or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other

Pl ace.

(2)No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was
el ected, be appointed to any civil O fice under the Authority of the
United States, which shall have been created, or the Enolunents wher eof
shal | have been encreased during such tine; and no Person hol di ng any
O fice under the United States, shall be a Menber of either House during
hi s Continuance in Ofice.

SECTION. 7. (1)All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the
House of Representatives; but the Senate nay propose or concur wth
Amendnents as on other Bills.

(2)Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and
the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the President
of the United States; If he approve he shall sign it, but if not he
shall return it, with his Cbjections to that House in which it shal
have origi nated, who shall enter the Ohjections at large on their
Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two
thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent,
together with the bjections, to the other House, by which it shal
i kewi se be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House,
it shall beconme a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses
shal | be determ ned by yeas and Nays, and the Nanes of the Persons

voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each
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House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President
within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to
him the Sanme shall be a Law, in |ike Manner as if he had signed it,

unl ess the Congress by their Adjournnent prevent its Return, in which
Case it shall not be a Law.

(3)Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the
Senat e and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a
question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the
United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved
by him or being disapproved by him shall be repassed by two thirds of
the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and
Limtations prescribed in the Case of a Bill.

SECTION. 8. (1) The Congress shall have Power To |ay and col |l ect Taxes,
Duties, Inmposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the conmon
Def ence and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties,
| mposts and Exci ses shall be uniformthroughout the United States;

(2) To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;

(3)To regulate Cormmerce with foreign Nations, and anong the severa
States, and with the Indian Tribes;

(4) To establish an uniform Rul e of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on
t he subj ect of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;

(5) To coin Mney, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and
fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;

(6) To provide for the Punishnent of counterfeiting the Securities and
current Coin of the United States;

(7)To establish Post Ofices and post Roads;

(8) To pronote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for
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limted Tines to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their
respective Witings and Di scoveri es;

(9)To constitute Tribunals inferior to the suprene Court;

(10) To define and punish Piracies and Felonies conmitted on the high
Seas, and O fences agai nst the Law of Nations;

(11) To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and nake Rul es
concerni ng Captures on Land and Wter;

(12) To rai se and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Mney to that
Use shall be for a longer Termthan two Years;

(13) To provi de and mmi ntain a Navy;

(14) To make Rules for the Governnent and Regul ation of the |and and
naval Forces;

(15)To provide for calling forth the MIlitia to execute the Laws of the
Uni on, suppress Insurrections and repel |nvasions;

(16) To provi de for organi zing, armng, and disciplining, the MIlitia,
and for governing such Part of themas nmay be enployed in the Service of
the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appoint ment
of the Oficers, and the Authority of training the Mlitia according to
t he di sci pline prescribed by Congress;

(17) To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such
District (not exceeding ten Mles square) as nmay, by Cession of
particul ar States, and the Acceptance of Congress, becone the Seat of
the Governnent of the United States, and to exercise |ike Authority over
all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in
whi ch the Sane shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals,
dock- Yards, and other needful Buil dings;_ And

(18) To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying
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into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this
Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any
Departnment or O ficer thereof.

SECTION. 9. (1) The Mgration or Inportation of such Persons as any of
the States now existing shall think proper to adnit, shall not be
prohi bited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand ei ght hundred
and eight, but a Tax or duty may be inmposed on such Inportation, not
exceeding ten dollars for each Person.

(2)The Privilege of the Wit of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended,
unl ess when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may
require it.

(3)No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.

(4)No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in
Proportion to the Census or Enuneration herein before directed to be
t aken. (!7)

(5)No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported fromany State.

(6)No Preference shall be given by any Regul ati on of Conmmerce or Revenue
to the Ports of one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels bound
to, or from one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in
anot her .

(7)No Money shall be drawn fromthe Treasury, but in Consequence of
Appropriations made by Law, and a regul ar Statenent and Account of the
Recei pts and Expenditures of all public Mney shall be published from
tine to tine.

(8)No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no
Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them shall, without

t he Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Enolument, Ofice,
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or Title, of any kind whatever, fromany King, Prince, or foreign State.

SECTION. 10. (1)No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or
Conf ederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Mney; emt
Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in
Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law
inmpairing the ohligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.

(2)No State shall, wi thout the Consent of the Congress, |lay any |Inposts
or Duties on Inports or Exports, except what may be absol utely necessary
for executing it's inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties
and I nmposts, laid by any State on Inports or Exports, shall be for the
Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws shall be
subj ect to the Revision and Controul of the Congress.

(3)No State shall, w thout the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of
Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any
Agreenent or Conpact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or
engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such inm nent Danger as
will not adnmit of delay.

ARTICLE. 11.

SECTION. 1. (1) The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the
United States of Anerica. He shall hold his Ofice during the Term of
four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the sane
Term be elected, as follows

(2) Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof
may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Nunmber of Senators
and Representatives to which the State nmay be entitled in the Congress:
but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Ofice of Trust

or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an El ector.
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(3) The Electors shall neet in their respective States, and vote by
Ball ot for two Persons, of whomone at |east shall not be an |nhabitant
of the sane State with thensel ves. And they shall make a List of all the
Persons voted for, and of the Nunmber of Votes for each; which List they
shall sign and certify, and transmt sealed to the Seat of the
Governnent of the United States, directed to the President of the
Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate
and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes
shal |l then be counted. The Person having the greatest Nunber of Votes
shall be the President, if such Nunmber be a Majority of the whol e Nunber
of Electors appointed; and if there be nore than one who have such
Maj ority, and have an equal Number of Votes, then the House of
Representatives shall inmediately chuse by Ballot one of themfor
President; and if no Person have a Majority, then fromthe five highest
on the List the said House shall in |ike Manner chuse the President. But
in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the
Representati on fromeach State having one Vote; A quorumfor this
Pur pose shall consist of a Menber or Menbers fromtwo thirds of the
States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice
In every Case, after the Choice of the President, the Person having the
greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice President.

But if there should remain two or nore who have equal Votes, the Senate
shall chuse fromthem by Ballot the Vice President.(!8)

(4) The Congress may determine the Tine of chusing the Electors, and the
Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the sane
t hr oughout the United States.

(5)No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United
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States, at the tine of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be
eligible to the Ofice of President; neither shall any Person be
eligible to that Ofice who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty
five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.

(6)In Case of the Renpval of the President from Ofice, or of his Death,
Resi gnation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said
Ofice,(!'9) the Same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the
Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Renobval, Death, Resignation
or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what
O ficer shall then act as President, and such O ficer shall act
accordingly, until the Disability be renoved, or a President shall be
el ect ed.

(7) The President shall, at stated Tines, receive for his Services, a
Conpensati on, which shall neither be encreased nor dim nished during the
Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive
within that Period any other Enplunent fromthe United States, or any of
t hem

(8)Before he enter on the Execution of his Ofice, he shall take the
following GCath or Affirmation: "I do solemmly swear (or affirm that
will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States,
and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the
Constitution of the United States.'

SECTION. 2. (1) The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Arny and
Navy of the United States, and of the Mlitia of the several States,
when called into the actual Service of the United States; he nmay require
the Qpinion, in witing, of the principal Oficer in each of the

executive Departnments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their
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respective O fices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and
Pardons for O fences against the United States, except in Cases of
| npeachment .

(2)He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the
Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present
concur; and he shall nom nate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of
the Senate, shall appoint Anbassadors, other public Mnisters and
Consul s, Judges of the suprene Court, and all other Oficers of the
United States, whose Appointnents are not herein otherw se provided for,
and whi ch shall be established by Law but the Congress may by Law vest
t he Appoi ntnent of such inferior Oficers, as they think proper, in the
President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departnents.

(3) The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that nmay
happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Conm ssions which
shall expire at the End of their next Session.

SECTION. 3. He shall fromtinme to time give to the Congress I nformation
of the State of the Union, and reconmend to their Consideration such
Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedi ent; he may, on
extraordi nary Cccasi ons, convene both Houses, or either of them and in
Case of Disagreenent between them with Respect to the Tinme of
Adj ournment, he nay adjourn themto such Tine as he shall think proper;
he shall receive Anbassadors and other public Mnisters; he shall take
Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the
Oficers of the United States.

SECTION. 4. The President, Vice President and all civil Oficers of the
United States, shall be renoved from O fice on | npeachnent for, and

Convi ction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crinmes and M sdeneanors.
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ARTICLE. 111.

SECTION. 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in
one suprene Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from
time to tinme ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the suprenme and
inferior Courts, shall hold their Ofices during good Behaviour, and
shall, at stated Tines, receive for their Services, a Conpensation
whi ch shall not be di m nished during their Continuance in Ofice.

SECTION. 2. (1) The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and
Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States,
and Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their Authority; - to al
Cases affecting Anbassadors, other public Mnisters and Consuls; - to al
Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction; _to Controversies to which
the United States shall be a Party; to Controversies between two or nore
States; _between a State and Citizens of another State;(!10) - between
Citizens of different States, between Citizens of the sane State
claimng Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, or
the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, G tizens or Subjects.

(2)In all Cases affecting Anbassadors, other public Mnisters and
Consul s, and those in which a State shall be Party, the suprene Court
shal | have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before
nentioned, the suprene Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as
to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regul ations as the
Congress shall make.

(3)The Trial of all Crines, except in Cases of |npeachnent, shall be by
Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crines
shal | have been comm tted; but when not conmmtted within any State, the

Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have
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di rected.

SECTION. 3. (1) Treason against the United States, shall consist only in
| evyi ng War against them or in adhering to their Enenies, giving them
Aid and Confort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the
Testinmony of two Wtnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in
open Court.

(2) The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishnent of Treason
but no Attai nder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or
Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person attainted.

ARTI CLE. IW.

SECTION. 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the
public Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And
t he Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such
Acts, Records and Proceedi ngs shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.

SECTION. 2. (1)The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to al
Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the several States.

(2) A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crine,
who shall flee fromJustice, and be found in another State, shall on
Demand of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be
delivered up, to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the
Crinme.

(3)No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws
t hereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or
Regul ation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shal
be delivered up on Claimof the Party to whom such Service or Labour nay
be due. (!11)

SECTION. 3. (1)New States may be adnmitted by the Congress into this
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Uni on; but no new State shall be fornmed or erected within the
Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be forned by the Junction
of two or nore States, or Parts of States, w thout the Consent of the
Legi sl atures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress.

(2) The Congress shall have Power to di spose of and nake all needfu
Rul es and Regul ations respecting the Territory or other Property
bel onging to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shal
be so construed as to Prejudice any Clains of the United States, or of
any particular State.

SECTION. 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this
Uni on a Republican Form of Governnent, and shall protect each of them
agai nst | nvasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the
Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) agai nst donestic
Vi ol ence.

ARTI CLE. V.

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deemit
necessary, shall propose Anendrments to this Constitution, or, on the
Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States,
shall call a Convention for proposing Arendnents, which, in either Case,
shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this
Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the
several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one
or the other Modde of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress;

Provi ded that no Anendnment which may be nmade prior to the Year One
t housand ei ght hundred and ei ght shall in any Manner affect the first
and fourth Causes in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that

no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage
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in the Senate.

ARTI CLE. VI.

(1)A | Debts contracted and Engagenents entered into, before the
Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United
States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation.

(2) This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be
made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be
made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the suprene Law
of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any
Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary
not wi t hst andi ng.

(3) The Senators and Representatives before nentioned, and the Menbers of
the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Oficers,
both of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by
Cath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test
shal |l ever be required as a Qualification to any O fice or public Trust
under the United States.

ARTI CLE. VII.

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient
for the Establishnment of this Constitution between the States so
rati fying the Sane.

DONE i n Convention by the Unani nbus Consent of the States present the
Seventeenth Day of Septenber in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and Ei ghty seven and of the |Independence of the United States of
Anerica the Twelfth In w tness whereof W have hereunto
subscri bed our Names,

Go. WASHI NGTON - Presid'.
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and deputy from Virginia

[ Signed al so by the deputies of twelve States.]
New Hanpshire

John Langdon

Ni chol as G | man
Massachusetts

Nat hani el Gor ham

Ruf us Ki ng
Connecti cut

WM Sanml. Johnson

Roger Sher nman
New Yor k

Al exander Hamilton
New Jer sey

W : Livingston

Davi d Brearl ey.

VWM Pat er son.

Jona: Dayton
Pennsyl vani a

B Franklin

Thomas Mfflin

RobT Morris

Geo. Cyner

ThoS. FitzSi nons

Jared Ingersoll

James W son.

CGouv Mbrris
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Del awar e
Geo: Read
Gunni ng Bedford jun
John Di cki nson
Ri chard Bassett
Jaco: Broom
Mar yl and
James McHenry
Dan of St Thos. Jenifer
DanL Carroll.
Virginia
John Blair -
James Madi son Jr.
North Carolina
WV Bl ount
Ri chD. Dobbs Spai ght.
Hu WIlianson
South Carolina
J. Rutl edge
Charl es Cotesworth Pinckney
Char | es Pi nckney
Pi erce Butler.
Georgi a
W1 liam Few
Abr Bal dwi n
Attest WIliam Jackson Secretary

- FOOTNOTE-
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(') This text of the Constitution follows the engrossed copy signed by
Gen. Washington and the deputies from 12 States. The small superior
figures preceding the paragraphs designate clauses, and were not in the
original and have no reference to footnotes.

In May 1785, a committee of Congress made a report reconmendi ng an
alteration in the Articles of Confederation, but no action was taken on
it, and it was left to the State Legislatures to proceed in the matter.
In January 1786, the Legislature of Virginia passed a resolution
providing for the appointment of five conm ssioners, who, or any three
of them should nmeet such conm ssioners as m ght be appointed in the
other States of the Union, at a tinme and place to be agreed upon, to
take into consideration the trade of the United States; to consider how
far a uniformsystemin their conmercial regulations nay be necessary to
their comon interest and their pernmanent harnony; and to report to the
several States such an act, relative to this great object, as, when
ratified by them wll enable the United States in Congress effectually
to provide for the same. The Virginia conm ssioners, after sone
correspondence, fixed the first Monday in Septenber as the tine, and the
city of Annapolis as the place for the neeting, but only four other
States were represented, viz: Delaware, New York, New Jersey, and
Pennsyl vani a; the comm ssi oners appoi nted by Massachusetts, New
Hanpshire, North Carolina, and Rhode Island failed to attend. Under the
circunstances of so partial a representation, the comm ssioners present
agreed upon a report, (drawn by M. Hanilton, of New York,) expressing
t hei r unani nous conviction that it mght essentially tend to advance the
interests of the Union if the States by which they were respectively

del egat ed woul d concur, and use their endeavors to procure the
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concurrence of the other States, in the appointnent of conmi ssioners to
nmeet at Phil adel phia on the Second Monday of May following, to take into
consi deration the situation of the United States; to devise such further
provi si ons as shoul d appear to them necessary to render the Constitution
of the Federal Government adequate to the exigencies of the Union; and
to report such an act for that purpose to the United States in Congress
assenbl ed as, when agreed to by them and afterwards confirned by the
Legi sl atures of every State, would effectually provide for the sane.

Congress, on the 21st of February, 1787, adopted a resolution in favor
of a convention, and the Legislatures of those States which had not
al ready done so (with the exception of Rhode Island) pronptly appointed
del egates. On the 25th of May, seven States having convened, George
Washi ngton, of Virginia, was unaninously elected President, and the
consi deration of the proposed constituti on was conmenced. On the 17th of
Septenber, 1787, the Constitution as engrossed and agreed upon was
signed by all the nmenbers present, except M. Gerry of Mssachusetts,
and Messrs. Mason and Randol ph, of Virginia. The president of the
convention transmitted it to Congress, with a resolution stating how the
proposed Federal CGovernnent should be put in operation, and an
expl anatory letter. Congress, on the 28th of Septenber, 1787, directed
the Constitution so franed, with the resolutions and | etter concerning
the sane, to “~"be transmtted to the several Legislatures in order to be
submtted to a convention of del egates chosen in each State by the
peopl e thereof, in conformty to the resolves of the convention.'

On the 4th of March, 1789, the day which had been fixed for commencing
t he operations of Governnment under the new Constitution, it had been

ratified by the conventions chosen in each State to consider it, as
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foll ows: Del aware, Decenber 7, 1787; Pennsylvani a, Decenber 12, 1787;
New Jer sey, Decenber 18, 1787; Georgia, January 2, 1788; Connecticut,
January 9, 1788; Massachusetts, February 6, 1788; Maryland, April 28,
1788; South Carolina, May 23, 1788; New Hanpshire, June 21, 1788;
Virginia, June 25, 1788; and New York, July 26, 1788.

The President inforned Congress, on the 28th of January, 1790, that
North Carolina had ratified the Constitution Novenber 21, 1789; and he
i nforned Congress on the 1st of June, 1790, that Rhode Island had
ratified the Constitution May 29, 1790. Vernont, in convention, ratified
the Constitution January 10, 1791, and was, by an act of Congress
approved February 18, 1791, " “received and admitted into this Union as a
new and entire nenber of the United States.'

('2) The part of this clause relating to the node of apportionnent of
representatives anong the several States has been affected by section 2
of anmendment XIV, and as to taxes on incones w thout apportionnment by
amendnment XVI.

('3)This clause has been affected by clause 1 of amendnent XV I

('4)This clause has been affected by clause 2 of amendnent XVII|

('5)This clause has been affected by amendnment XX

('6) This clause has been affected by anendment XXVI I

('7)This clause has been affected by anmendnment XVi

('8) This clause has been superseded by amendnment Xi|

('9)This clause has been affected by amendnment XXV.

('10) This cl ause has been affected by anendment X

('11) This cl ause has been affected by amendnent XiI|

- M sC2-

ARTI CLES I N ADDI TI ON TO, AND AMENDVMENT OF, THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF THE
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UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA, PROPOSED BY CONGRESS, AND RATI FI ED BY
THE LEG SLATURES OF THE SEVERAL STATES, PURSUANT TO THE FI FTH
ARTI CLE OF THE ORI G NAL CONSTI TUTI ON(! 12)
ARTI CLE [I.](!13)

Congress shall nmake no | aw respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohi biting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assenble, and to petition the Governnment for a redress of grievances.

ARTI CLE [I1.]

A well regulated MIlitia, being necessary to the security of a free
State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arnms, shall not be
i nfringed.

ARTICLE [I11.]

No Sol dier shall, in tine of peace be quartered in any house, w thout
the consent of the Omer, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be
prescri bed by | aw.

ARTI CLE [1V.]

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers,
and effects, against unreasonabl e searches and sei zures, shall not be
viol ated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause,
supported by Cath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place
to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

ARTI CLE [ V.]

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherw se infanous
crime, unless on a presentnment or indictnent of a Gand Jury, except in
cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Mlitia, when in

actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be
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subj ect for the sane offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or
[inb; nor shall be conpelled in any crimnal case to be a w tness
agai nst hinself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law, nor shall private property be taken for public use,
wi t hout just comnpensati on.

ARTI CLE [VI.]

In all crimnal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a
speedy and public trial, by an inpartial jury of the State and district
wherein the crime shall have been conmitted, which district shall have
been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and
cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the w tnesses agai nst
him to have conpul sory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor,
and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

ARTI CLE [VI1.]

In Suits at common | aw, where the value in controversy shall exceed
twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no
fact tried by a jury, shall be otherw se re-exam ned in any Court of the
United States, than according to the rules of the conmmon | aw.

ARTICLE [VI11.]

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines inposed, nor

cruel and unusual punishrments inflicted.
ARTI CLE [I X. ]

The enuneration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be

construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.
ARTI CLE [ X.]
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor

prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively,
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or to the people.
[ ARTI CLE XI.]

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend
to any suit in law or equity, conmenced or prosecuted agai nst one of the
United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects
of any Foreign State.

PROPCSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

The el eventh anendnent to the Constitution of the United States was proposed
to the legislatures of the several States by the Third Congress, on the 4th
of March 1794; and was declared in a nessage fromthe President to Congress,
dated the 8th of January, 1798, to have been ratified by the |egislatures of
three-fourths of the States. The dates of ratification were: New York, March
27, 1794; Rhode Island, March 31, 1794; Connecticut, My 8, 1794; New
Hanpshire, June 16, 1794; Massachusetts, June 26, 1794; Vernont, between
Cct ober 9, 1794 and Novenber 9, 1794; Virginia, Novenber 18, 1794; GCeorgi a,
Novermber 29, 1794; Kentucky, Decenber 7, 1794; Maryl and, Decenber 26, 1794;
Del aware, January 23, 1795; North Carolina, February 7, 1795.

Ratification was conpleted on February 7, 1795.

The amendnent was subsequently ratified by South Carolina on Decenber 4,
1797. New Jersey and Pennsyl vania did not take action on the anendnent.

[ ARTI CLE XII.]

The El ectors shall neet in their respective states, and vote by ball ot
for President and Vice-President, one of whom at |east, shall not be an
i nhabitant of the sane state with thensel ves; they shall nane in their
ball ots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the
person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists
of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as
Vi ce- Presi dent, and of the nunber of votes for each, which lists they
shall sign and certify, and transmt sealed to the seat of the
government of the United States, directed to the President of the
Senate; The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate

and House of Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes
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shal | then be counted; The person having the greatest nunber of votes
for President, shall be the President, if such nunber be a mpjority of
t he whol e nunber of Electors appointed; and if no person have such
majority, then fromthe persons having the highest nunbers not exceedi ng
three on the list of those voted for as President, the House of
Representatives shall choose i mediately, by ballot, the President. But
i n choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the
representation fromeach state having one vote; a quorumfor this
pur pose shall consist of a nmenber or nenbers fromtwo-thirds of the
states, and a npjority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice.
And i f the House of Representatives shall not choose a President
whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them before the fourth
day of March next follow ng, then the Vice-President shall act as
President, as in the case of the death or other constitutiona
disability of the President.(!14) The person having the greatest nunber
of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such nunber
be a majority of the whole nunber of Electors appointed, and if no
person have a majority, then fromthe two hi ghest nunbers on the |ist,
the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose
shal | consist of two-thirds of the whole nunber of Senators, and a
majority of the whole nunber shall be necessary to a choice. But no
person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be
eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States
PROPCSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

The twel fth anmendnment to the Constitution of the United States was

proposed to the |l egislatures of the several States by the Eighth

Congress, on the 9th of Decenber, 1803, in lieu of the original third
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paragraph of the first section of the second article; and was decl ared
in a proclamation of the Secretary of State, dated the 25th of
Sept enber, 1804, to have been ratified by the | egislatures of 13 of the
17 States. The dates of ratification were: North Carolina, Decenber 21
1803; Maryl and, Decenber 24, 1803; Kentucky, Decenber 27, 1803; OChio,
December 30, 1803; Pennsylvania, January 5, 1804; Vernont, January 30,
1804; Virginia, February 3, 1804; New York, February 10, 1804; New
Jersey, February 22, 1804; Rhode Island, March 12, 1804; South Caroli na,
May 15, 1804; GCeorgia, May 19, 1804; New Hanpshire, June 15, 1804.

Ratification was conmpleted on June 15, 1804.

The anmendnent was subsequently ratified by Tennessee, July 27, 1804.

The amendnent was rejected by Del aware, January 18, 1804; Massachusetts,
February 3, 1804; Connecticut, at its session begun May 10, 1804.

ARTI CLE XI 1|

Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a
puni shnent for crine whereof the party shall have been duly convicted,
shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their
jurisdiction.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate |egislation.

PROPOSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

The thirteenth amendnent to the Constitution of the United States was
proposed to the |l egislatures of the several States by the Thirty-eighth
Congress, on the 31st day of January, 1865, and was declared, in a
procl amation of the Secretary of State, dated the 18th of Decenber,
1865, to have been ratified by the legislatures of twenty-seven of the

thirty-six States. The dates of ratification were: Illinois, February 1
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1865; Rhode |sland, February 2, 1865; M chigan, February 2, 1865;

Maryl and, February 3, 1865; New York, February 3, 1865; Pennsyl vani a
February 3, 1865; West Virginia, February 3, 1865; M ssouri, February 6,
1865; Mai ne, February 7, 1865; Kansas, February 7, 1865; Massachusetts,
February 7, 1865; Virginia, February 9, 1865; Chio, February 10, 1865;

I ndi ana, February 13, 1865; Nevada, February 16, 1865; Loui siana,
February 17, 1865; M nnesota, February 23, 1865; W sconsin, February 24,
1865; Vernont, March 9, 1865; Tennessee, April 7, 1865; Arkansas, Apri
14, 1865; Connecticut, My 4, 1865; New Hanpshire, July 1, 1865; South
Carol i na, Novenber 13, 1865; Al abama, Decenber 2, 1865; North Carolina,
Decenmber 4, 1865; Georgia, Decenber 6, 1865.

Ratification was conpl eted on Decenber 6, 1865.

The anmendnent was subsequently ratified by Oregon, Decenber 8, 1865;
California, Decenmber 19, 1865; Florida, Decenmber 28, 1865 (Florida again
ratified on June 9, 1868, upon its adoption of a new constitution);
| owa, January 15, 1866; New Jersey, January 23, 1866 (after having
rejected the amendnent on March 16, 1865); Texas, February 18, 1870;

Del aware, February 12, 1901 (after having rejected the anmendnment on
February 8, 1865); Kentucky, March 18, 1976 (after having rejected it on
February 24, 1865).

The anmendnent was rejected (and not subsequently ratified) by
M ssi ssi ppi, Decenber 4, 1865.

ARTI CLE XI V.

Section 1. Al persons born or naturalized in the United States, and
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States
and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall nmake or enforce any

| aw whi ch shall abridge the privileges or imunities of citizens of the
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United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, |liberty,
or property, w thout due process of law, nor deny to any person within
its jurisdiction the equal protection of the |aws.

Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned anong the several States
according to their respective numbers, counting the whol e nunber of
persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right
to vote at any election for the choice of electors for President and
Vice President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the
Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the nmenbers of the
Legi sl ature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such
State, being twenty-one years of age, (!15) and citizens of the United
States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion,
or other crine, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in
t he proportion which the nunber of such male citizens shall bear to the
whol e nunber of nale citizens twenty-one years of age in such State.

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress,
or elector of President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or
mlitary, under the United States, or under any State, who, having
previously taken an oath, as a nember of Congress, or as an officer of
the United States, or as a nenber of any State legislature, or as an
executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution
of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion
agai nst the sanme, or given aid or confort to the enenies thereof. But
Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, renpbve such
di sability.

Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States,

aut horized by law, including debts incurred for paynent of pensions and
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bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shal
not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any State shal
assune or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or
rebel li on against the United States, or any claimfor the | oss or
emanci pati on of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and clains
shall be held illegal and void.

Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate
| egi slation, the provisions of this article.

PROPOSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

The fourteenth anmendnent to the Constitution of the United States was
proposed to the |l egislatures of the several States by the Thirty-ninth
Congress, on the 13th of June, 1866. It was declared, in a certificate
of the Secretary of State dated July 28, 1868 to have been ratified by
the legislatures of 28 of the 37 States. The dates of ratification were:
Connecticut, June 25, 1866; New Hampshire, July 6, 1866; Tennessee, July
19, 1866; New Jersey, Septenber 11, 1866 (subsequently the |egislature
rescinded its ratification, and on March 24, 1868, readopted its
resol ution of rescission over the Governor's veto, and on Nov. 12, 1980,
expressed support for the amendment); Oregon, Septenber 19, 1866 (and
rescinded its ratification on Cctober 16, 1868, but reratified the
amendnment on April 25, 1973); Vernont, COctober 30, 1866; Chio, January
11, 1867 (and rescinded its ratification on January 15, 1868, but
reratified the amendnent on March 12, 2003); New York, January 10, 1867;
Kansas, January 11, 1867; Illinois, January 15, 1867; West Virginia,
January 16, 1867; M chigan, January 16, 1867; M nnesota, January 16,
1867; Maine, January 19, 1867; Nevada, January 22, 1867; Indiana,

January 23, 1867; M ssouri, January 25, 1867; Rhode |sland, February 7,
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1867; W sconsin, February 7, 1867; Pennsylvania, February 12, 1867;
Massachusetts, March 20, 1867; Nebraska, June 15, 1867; |owa, March 16,
1868; Arkansas, April 6, 1868; Florida, June 9, 1868; North Carolina,
July 4, 1868 (after having rejected it on Decenber 14, 1866); Louisiana,
July 9, 1868 (after having rejected it on February 6, 1867); South
Carolina, July 9, 1868 (after having rejected it on Decenber 20, 1866).

Ratification was conmpleted on July 9, 1868.

The anmendnent was subsequently ratified by Al abana, July 13, 1868;
Georgia, July 21, 1868 (after having rejected it on Novenber 9, 1866);
Virginia, Cctober 8, 1869 (after having rejected it on January 9, 1867);
M ssi ssi ppi, January 17, 1870; Texas, February 18, 1870 (after having
rejected it on COctober 27, 1866); Del aware, February 12, 1901 (after
having rejected it on February 8, 1867); Mryland, April 4, 1959 (after
having rejected it on March 23, 1867); California, My 6, 1959;
Kentucky, March 18, 1976 (after having rejected it on January 8, 1867).

ARTI CLE XV.

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not
be deni ed or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of
race, color, or previous condition of servitude.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate |egislation.

PROPCSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

The fifteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was
proposed to the |l egislatures of the several States by the Fortieth
Congress, on the 26th of February, 1869, and was declared, in a
procl amation of the Secretary of State, dated March 30, 1870, to have

been ratified by the legislatures of twenty-nine of the thirty-seven
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States. The dates of ratification were: Nevada, March 1, 1869; West
Virginia, March 3, 1869; Illinois, March 5, 1869; Louisiana, March 5,
1869; North Carolina, March 5, 1869; M chigan, March 8, 1869; W sconsin,
March 9, 1869; Maine, March 11, 1869; Mssachusetts, March 12, 1869;
Arkansas, March 15, 1869; South Carolina, March 15, 1869; Pennsyl vani a,
March 25, 1869; New York, April 14, 1869 (and the legislature of the
same State passed a resolution January 5, 1870, to withdraw its consent
toit, which action it rescinded on March 30, 1970); Indiana, My 14,
1869; Connecticut, May 19, 1869; Florida, June 14, 1869; New Hanpshire,
July 1, 1869; Virginia, Cctober 8, 1869; Vernont, COctober 20, 1869;

M ssouri, January 7, 1870; M nnesota, January 13, 1870; M ssi ssippi,
January 17, 1870; Rhode Island, January 18, 1870; Kansas, January 19,
1870; Onio, January 27, 1870 (after having rejected it on April 30,
1869); Ceorgia, February 2, 1870; lowa, February 3, 1870; Tennessee,
April 2, 1997 (after having rejected it on Novenber 16, 1869).

Ratification was conpleted on February 3, 1870, unless the w thdrawal of
ratification by New York was effective; in which event ratification was
conpl eted on February 17, 1870, when Nebraska ratified.

The amendnent was subsequently ratified by Texas, February 18, 1870; New
Jersey, February 15, 1871 (after having rejected it on February 7,
1870); Del aware, February 12, 1901 (after having rejected it on March
18, 1869); Oregon, February 24, 1959; California, April 3, 1962 (after
having rejected it on January 28, 1870); Kentucky, March 18, 1976 (after
having rejected it on March 12, 1869).

The anmendnent was approved by the Governor of Maryland, May 7, 1973;
Maryl and having previously rejected it on February 26, 1870.

ARTI CLE XVI.
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The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incones, from
what ever source derived, w thout apportionnent anong the several States,
and wi thout regard to any census or enuneration

PROPOSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

The sixteenth amendnment to the Constitution of the United States was
proposed to the |l egislatures of the several States by the Sixty-first
Congress on the 12th of July, 1909, and was declared, in a proclamation
of the Secretary of State, dated the 25th of February, 1913, to have
been ratified by 36 of the 48 States. The dates of ratification were:
Al abama, August 10, 1909; Kentucky, February 8, 1910; South Carolina,
February 19, 1910; Illinois, March 1, 1910; M ssissippi, March 7, 1910;
&l ahoma, March 10, 1910; Maryland, April 8, 1910; Georgia, August 3,
1910; Texas, August 16, 1910; Chio, January 19, 1911; Idaho, January 20,
1911; Oregon, January 23, 1911; Washington, January 26, 1911; Mbntana,
January 30, 1911; |Indiana, January 30, 1911; California, January 31
1911; Nevada, January 31, 1911; South Dakota, February 3, 1911
Nebr aska, February 9, 1911; North Carolina, February 11, 1911; Col orado,
February 15, 1911; North Dakota, February 17, 1911; Kansas, February 18,
1911; M chigan, February 23, 1911; |owa, February 24, 1911; M ssouri
March 16, 1911; Maine, March 31, 1911; Tennessee, April 7, 1911
Arkansas, April 22, 1911 (after having rejected it earlier); Wsconsin,
May 26, 1911; New York, July 12, 1911; Arizona, April 6, 1912
M nnesota, June 11, 1912; Louisiana, June 28, 1912; West Virginia,
January 31, 1913; New Mexico, February 3, 1913

Ratification was conpleted on February 3, 1913.

The amendnent was subsequently ratified by Massachusetts, March 4, 1913;

New Hanpshire, March 7, 1913 (after having rejected it on March 2,

http://uscode.house.gov/uscode-cgi/f astweb.exe?getdoc+uscview+uscnst+6+1++(No money shall be draw... 6/14/2008



U.S. Code Page 33 of 57

1911) .

The amendnent was rejected (and not subsequently ratified) by

Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Utah
[ ARTI CLE XVI 1. ]

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from
each State, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each
Senat or shall have one vote. The electors in each State shall have the
qualifications requisite for electors of the nost nunmerous branch of the
State | egislatures.

VWhen vacanci es happen in the representation of any State in the Senate,
the executive authority of such State shall issue wits of election to
fill such vacancies: Provided, That the |egislature of any State may
enpower the executive thereof to nake tenporary appointnents until the
people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may direct.

Thi s anendnent shall not be so construed as to affect the election or
term of any Senator chosen before it becones valid as part of the
Constitution.

PROPOSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

The seventeenth amendnment to the Constitution of the United States was
proposed to the |l egislatures of the several States by the Sixty-second
Congress on the 13th of My, 1912, and was declared, in a proclanation
of the Secretary of State, dated the 31st of My, 1913, to have been
ratified by the | egislatures of 36 of the 48 States. The dates of
ratification were: Massachusetts, My 22, 1912; Arizona, June 3, 1912;

M nnesota, June 10, 1912; New York, January 15, 1913; Kansas, January
17, 1913; Oregon, January 23, 1913; North Carolina, January 25, 1913;

California, January 28, 1913; M chigan, January 28, 1913; l|owa, January
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30, 1913; Montana, January 30, 1913; |daho, January 31, 1913; West
Virginia, February 4, 1913; Col orado, February 5, 1913; Nevada, February
6, 1913; Texas, February 7, 1913; Washington, February 7, 1913; Woni ng,
February 8, 1913; Arkansas, February 11, 1913; Maine, February 11, 1913;
[Ilinois, February 13, 1913; North Dakota, February 14, 1913; Wsconsin,
February 18, 1913; Indiana, February 19, 1913; New Hanpshire, February
19, 1913; Vernont, February 19, 1913; South Dakota, February 19, 1913;
&l ahoma, February 24, 1913; Chio, February 25, 1913; M ssouri, Mrch 7,
1913; New Mexico, March 13, 1913; Nebraska, March 14, 1913; New Jersey,
March 17, 1913; Tennessee, April 1, 1913; Pennsylvania, April 2, 1913;
Connecticut, April 8, 1913.

Ratification was conmpleted on April 8, 1913.

The anmendnent was subsequently ratified by Louisiana, June 11, 1914,

The amendnent was rejected by U ah (and not subsequently ratified) on
February 26, 1913.

ARTI CLE [XVI11].(!16)

Section 1. After one year fromthe ratification of this article the
manuf acture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the
i mportation thereof into, or the exportation thereof fromthe United
States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for
beverage purposes is hereby prohibited.

Sec. 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power
to enforce this article by appropriate |egislation.

Sec. 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendnent to the Constitution by the |egislatures of the
several States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from

the date of the subm ssion hereof to the States by the Congress.
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PROPOSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

The ei ghteenth amendnment to the Constitution of the United States was
proposed to the | egislatures of the several States by the Sixty-fifth
Congress, on the 18th of Decenber, 1917, and was declared, in a
procl amation of the Secretary of State, dated the 29th of January, 1919,
to have been ratified by the legislatures of 36 of the 48 States. The
dates of ratification were: M ssissippi, January 8, 1918; Virginia,
January 11, 1918; Kentucky, January 14, 1918; North Dakota, January 25,
1918; South Carolina, January 29, 1918; Maryland, February 13, 1918;
Mont ana, February 19, 1918; Texas, March 4, 1918; Del aware, March 18,
1918; South Dakota, March 20, 1918; Mssachusetts, April 2, 1918;
Arizona, May 24, 1918; Ceorgia, June 26, 1918; Louisiana, August 3,
1918; Florida, Decenber 3, 1918; M chigan, January 2, 1919; OChi o,
January 7, 1919; &kl ahoma, January 7, 1919; |daho, January 8, 1919;
Mai ne, January 8, 1919; West Virginia, January 9, 1919; California,
January 13, 1919; Tennessee, January 13, 1919; Washi ngton, January 13,
1919; Arkansas, January 14, 1919; Kansas, January 14, 1919; Al abans,
January 15, 1919; Col orado, January 15, 1919; lowa, January 15, 1919;
New Hampshire, January 15, 1919; Oregon, January 15, 1919; Nebraska,
January 16, 1919; North Carolina, January 16, 1919; Utah, January 16,
1919; M ssouri, January 16, 1919; Woni ng, January 16, 1919.

Ratification was conmpl eted on January 16, 1919. See Dillon v. d oss, 256
U S 368, 376 (1921).

The amendnent was subsequently ratified by Mnnesota on January 17,
1919; Wsconsin, January 17, 1919; New Mexico, January 20, 1919; Nevada,
January 21, 1919; New York, January 29, 1919; Vernont, January 29, 1919

Pennsyl vani a, February 25, 1919; and New Jersey, March 9, 1922.
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The amendnent was rejected (and not subsequently ratified) by

Connecticut and Rhode I sl and.
ARTI CLE [ XI X] .

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
| egi sl ati on.

PROPOSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

The nineteenth amendnent to the Constitution of the United States was
proposed to the legislatures of the several States by the Sixty-sixth
Congress, on the 4th of June, 1919, and was declared, in a proclanation
of the Secretary of State, dated the 26th of August, 1920, to have been
ratified by the | egislatures of 36 of the 48 States. The dates of
ratification were: Illinois, June 10, 1919 (and that State readopted its
resolution of ratification June 17, 1919); M chigan, June 10, 1919;
W sconsin, June 10, 1919; Kansas, June 16, 1919; New York, June 16,
1919; Onio, June 16, 1919; Pennsylvania, June 24, 1919; Massachusetts,
June 25, 1919; Texas, June 28, 1919; lowa, July 2, 1919; M ssouri, July
3, 1919; Arkansas, July 28, 1919; Mntana, August 2, 1919; Nebraska,
August 2, 1919; M nnesota, Septenber 8, 1919; New Hanpshire, Septenber
10, 1919; Utah, Cctober 2, 1919; California, Novenmber 1, 1919; Mi ne,
Novenber 5, 1919; North Dakota, Decenber 1, 1919; South Dakota, Decenber
4, 1919; Col orado, Decenber 15, 1919; Kentucky, January 6, 1920; Rhode
I sl and, January 6, 1920; Oregon, January 13, 1920; |ndiana, January 16,
1920; Wom ng, January 27, 1920; Nevada, February 7, 1920; New Jersey,
February 9, 1920; Idaho, February 11, 1920; Arizona, February 12, 1920;

New Mexi co, February 21, 1920; Okl ahoma, February 28, 1920; West
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Virginia, March 10, 1920; Washi ngton, March 22, 1920; Tennessee, August
18, 1920.

Ratification was conpl eted on August 18, 1920.

The amendnent was subsequently ratified by Connecticut on Septenber 14,
1920 (and that State reaffirmed on Septenber 21, 1920); Vernont,
February 8, 1921; Del aware, March 6, 1923 (after having rejected it on
June 2, 1920); Maryland, March 29, 1941 (after having rejected it on
February 24, 1920, ratification certified on February 25, 1958);
Virginia, February 21, 1952 (after having rejected it on February 12,
1920); Al abama, Septenber 8, 1953 (after having rejected it on Septenber
22, 1919); Florida, May 13, 1969; South Carolina, July 1, 1969 (after
having rejected it on January 28, 1920, ratification certified on August
22, 1973); Ceorgia, February 20, 1970 (after having rejected it on July
24, 1919); Louisiana, June 11, 1970 (after having rejected it on July 1
1920); North Carolina, May 6, 1971; M ssissippi, March 22, 1984 (after
having rejected it on March 29, 1920).

ARTI CLE [ XX. ]

Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at
noon on the 20th day of January, and the terns of Senators and
Representatives at noon on the 3d day of January, of the years in which
such terms would have ended if this article had not been ratified; and
the terms of their successors shall then begin.

Sec. 2. The Congress shall assenble at |east once in every year, and
such neeting shall begin at noon on the 3d day of January, unless they
shal | by | aw appoint a different day.

Sec. 3. If, at the tinme fixed for the beginning of the termof the

Presi dent, the President elect shall have died, the Vice President el ect
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shal | become President. |If a President shall not have been chosen before
the tine fixed for the beginning of his term or if the President elect
shall have failed to qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as
President until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress may
by | aw provide for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice
Presi dent el ect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as
President, or the manner in which one who is to act shall be selected,
and such person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice

Presi dent shall have qualifi ed.

Sec. 4. The Congress may by | aw provide for the case of the death of any
of the persons from whomthe House of Representatives may choose a
Presi dent whenever the right of choice shall have devol ved upon them
and for the case of the death of any of the persons from whomthe Senate
may choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice shall have
devol ved upon them

Sec. 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of Cctober
following the ratification of this article.

Sec. 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendnent to the Constitution by the Iegislatures of
three-fourths of the several States within seven years fromthe date of
its submni ssion.

PROPCSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

The twentieth amendnent to the Constitution was proposed to the
| egi sl atures of the several states by the Seventy-Second Congress, on
the 2d day of March, 1932, and was declared, in a proclanmation by the
Secretary of State, dated on the 6th day of February, 1933, to have been

ratified by the legislatures of 36 of the 48 States. The dates of
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ratification were: Virginia, March 4, 1932; New York, March 11, 1932

M ssi ssi ppi, March 16, 1932; Arkansas, March 17, 1932; Kentucky, March
17, 1932; New Jersey, March 21, 1932; South Carolina, March 25, 1932;

M chi gan, March 31, 1932; Miine, April 1, 1932; Rhode Island, April 14,
1932; Illinois, April 21, 1932; Louisiana, June 22, 1932; Wst Virginia,
July 30, 1932; Pennsylvania, August 11, 1932; Indiana, August 15, 1932;
Texas, Septenber 7, 1932; Al abama, Septenber 13, 1932; California,
January 4, 1933; North Carolina, January 5, 1933; North Dakota, January
9, 1933; M nnesota, January 12, 1933; Arizona, January 13, 1933;

Mont ana, January 13, 1933; Nebraska, January 13, 1933; Gkl ahoma, January
13, 1933; Kansas, January 16, 1933; Oregon, January 16, 1933; Del aware,
January 19, 1933; Washington, January 19, 1933; Woni ng, January 19,
1933; lowa, January 20, 1933; South Dakota, January 20, 1933; Tennessee,
January 20, 1933; I|daho, January 21, 1933; New Mexico, January 21, 1933;
CGeorgi a, January 23, 1933; M ssouri, January 23, 1933; Ohio, January 23,
1933; UWah, January 23, 1933.

Ratification was conpleted on January 23, 1933.

The amendnent was subsequently ratified by Massachusetts on January 24,
1933; Wsconsin, January 24, 1933; Col orado, January 24, 1933; Nevada,
January 26, 1933; Connecticut, January 27, 1933; New Hanpshire, January
31, 1933; Vernont, February 2, 1933; Maryland, March 24, 1933; Florida,
April 26, 1933.

ARTI CLE [ XXI . ]

Section 1. The eighteenth article of anendnent to the Constitution of
the United States is hereby repeal ed.

Section 2. The transportation or inportation into any State, Territory,

or possession of the United States for delivery or use therein of
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intoxicating liquors, in violation of the | aws thereof, is hereby
pr ohi bi t ed.

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendnent to the Constitution by conventions in the
several States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from
the date of the subm ssion hereof to the States by the Congress.

PROPOSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

The twenty-first amendnent to the Constitution was proposed to the
several states by the Seventy-Second Congress, on the 20th day of
February, 1933, and was declared, in a proclamation by the Secretary of
State, dated on the 5th day of Decenber, 1933, to have been ratified by
36 of the 48 States. The dates of ratification were: Mchigan, April 10,
1933; Wsconsin, April 25, 1933; Rhode Island, May 8, 1933; Woni ng, My
25, 1933; New Jersey, June 1, 1933; Delaware, June 24, 1933; Indiana,
June 26, 1933; Massachusetts, June 26, 1933; New York, June 27, 1933;
[Ilinois, July 10, 1933; lowa, July 10, 1933; Connecticut, July 11
1933; New Hanmpshire, July 11, 1933; California, July 24, 1933; West
Virginia, July 25, 1933; Arkansas, August 1, 1933; O egon, August 7,
1933; Al abamm, August 8, 1933; Tennessee, August 11, 1933; M ssouri
August 29, 1933; Arizona, Septenber 5, 1933; Nevada, Septenber 5, 1933;
Ver nont, Septenber 23, 1933; Col orado, Septenber 26, 1933; Washington
Oct ober 3, 1933; M nnesota, October 10, 1933; I|daho, Cctober 17, 1933;
Maryl and, October 18, 1933; Virginia, October 25, 1933; New Mexico
Novenber 2, 1933; Florida, November 14, 1933; Texas, Novenber 24, 1933;
Kent ucky, Novenber 27, 1933; Ohio, Decenber 5, 1933; Pennsyl vani a,
Decenber 5, 1933; Utah, Decenber 5, 1933.

Ratification was conpl eted on Decenber 5, 1933.
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The amendnent was subsequently ratified by Maine, on Decenmber 6, 1933,
and by Montana, on August 6, 1934.

The amendnent was rejected (and not subsequently ratified) by South
Carolina, on Decenmber 4, 1933.

ARTI CLE [XXII.]

Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the President
nore than tw ce, and no person who has held the office of President, or
acted as President, for nore than two years of a termto which sone
ot her person was el ected President shall be elected to the office of the
President nore than once. But this Article shall not apply to any person
hol ding the office of President when this Article was proposed by the
Congress, and shall not prevent any person who nmay be hol ding the office
of President, or acting as President, during the termwthin which this
Article beconmes operative fromholding the office of President or acting
as President during the remainder of such term

Sec. 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendnent to the Constitution by the Iegislatures of
three-fourths of the several States within seven years fromthe date of
its subm ssion to the States by the Congress.

PROPOSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

Thi s anendnent was proposed to the |l egislatures of the several States by
the Eightieth Congress on Mar. 21, 1947 by House Joint Res. No. 27, and
was declared by the Adm nistrator of General Services, on Mar. 1, 1951
to have been ratified by the legislatures of 36 of the 48 States. The
dates of ratification were: Mine, March 31, 1947; M chigan, March 31
1947; lowa, April 1, 1947; Kansas, April 1, 1947; New Hanpshire, Apri

1, 1947; Delaware, April 2, 1947; Illinois, April 3, 1947; Oregon, Apri
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3, 1947; Colorado, April 12, 1947; California, April 15, 1947; New
Jersey, April 15, 1947; Vernont, April 15, 1947; Chio, April 16, 1947,
Wsconsin, April 16, 1947; Pennsylvania, April 29, 1947; Connecti cut,
May 21, 1947; M ssouri, My 22, 1947; Nebraska, May 23, 1947; Virginia,
January 28, 1948; M ssissippi, February 12, 1948; New York, March 9,
1948; South Dakota, January 21, 1949; North Dakota, February 25, 1949;
Loui si ana, May 17, 1950; Mbontana, January 25, 1951; Indiana, January 29,
1951; I|daho, January 30, 1951; New Mexico, February 12, 1951; Woning
February 12, 1951; Arkansas, February 15, 1951; Ceorgia, February 17,
1951; Tennessee, February 20, 1951; Texas, February 22, 1951; Nevada,
February 26, 1951; UWah, February 26, 1951; M nnesota, February 27,
1951.

Ratification was conpleted on February 27, 1951

The amendnent was subsequently ratified by North Carolina on February
28, 1951; South Carolina, March 13, 1951; Maryland, March 14, 1951
Florida, April 16, 1951; Al abama, May 4, 1951

The amendnent was rejected (and not subsequently ratified) by Oklahoma
in June 1947, and Massachusetts on June 9, 1949.

CERTI FI CATI ON OF VALI DI TY

Publication of the certifying statement of the Adninistrator of Cenera
Servi ces that the amendnent had becorme valid was made on Mar. 1, 1951
F. R Doc. 51-2940, 16 F.R 2019.

ARTI CLE [XXII1.]

Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Governnment of the
United States shall appoint in such nanner as the Congress may direct:

A nunber of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole

nunber of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District
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woul d be entitled if it were a State, but in no event nore than the
| east populous State; they shall be in addition to those appointed by
the States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the
el ection of President and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a
State; and they shall neet in the District and perform such duties as
provided by the twelfth article of anendnent.

Sec. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate |egislation.

PROPOSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

Thi s anendment was proposed by the Ei ghty-sixth Congress on June 17,
1960 and was declared by the Adm nistrator of General Services on Apr
3, 1961, to have been ratified by 38 of the 50 States. The dates of
ratification were: Hawaii, June 23, 1960 (and that State nade a
technical correction to its resolution on June 30, 1960); Mssachusetts,
August 22, 1960; New Jersey, Decenber 19, 1960; New York, January 17,
1961; California, January 19, 1961; Oregon, January 27, 1961; Maryl and,
January 30, 1961; |daho, January 31, 1961; Mine, January 31, 1961
M nnesota, January 31, 1961; New Mexico, February 1, 1961; Nevada
February 2, 1961; Mntana, February 6, 1961; South Dakota, February 6,
1961; Col orado, February 8, 1961; Washi ngton, February 9, 1961; West
Virginia, February 9, 1961; Al aska, February 10, 1961; Wom ng, February
13, 1961; Del aware, February 20, 1961; Utah, February 21, 1961
W sconsin, February 21, 1961; Pennsylvania, February 28, 1961; Indiana,
March 3, 1961; North Dakota, March 3, 1961; Tennessee, March 6, 1961
M chi gan, March 8, 1961; Connecticut, March 9, 1961; Arizona, Mrch 10,
1961; Illinois, March 14, 1961; Nebraska, March 15, 1961; Vernont, March

15, 1961; lowa, March 16, 1961; M ssouri, March 20, 1961; Okl ahons,
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March 21, 1961; Rhode Island, March 22, 1961; Kansas, March 29, 1961
Ohi o, March 29, 1961.

Ratification was conpleted on March 29, 1961

The amendnent was subsequently ratified by New Hanpshire on March 30,
1961 (when that State annulled and then repeated its ratification of
March 29, 1961; Al abama, April 16, 2002).

The amendnent was rejected (and not subsequently ratified) by Arkansas
on January 24, 1961

CERTI FI CATI ON OF VALIDI TY
Publication of the certifying statement of the Adnministrator of Cenera
Services that the amendment had become valid was nade on Apr. 3, 1961
F.R Doc. 61-3017, 26 F.R 2808.
ARTI CLE [ XXI V. ]

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any
primary or other election for President or Vice President, for electors
for President or Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in
Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any
State by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

Sec. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate |egislation.

PROPOSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

Thi s anendnment was proposed by the Ei ghty-seventh Congress by Senate
Joi nt Resolution No. 29, which was approved by the Senate on Mar. 27,
1962, and by the House of Representatives on Aug. 27, 1962. It was
decl ared by the Adm nistrator of General Services on Feb. 4, 1964, to
have been ratified by the | egislatures of 38 of the 50 States.

Thi s anendnment was ratified by the foll owi ng States:
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Il1linois, Novenmber 14, 1962; New Jersey, Decenber 3, 1962; Oregon
January 25, 1963; Montana, January 28, 1963; West Virginia, February 1
1963; New York, February 4, 1963; Maryl and, February 6, 1963
California, February 7, 1963; Al aska, February 11, 1963; Rhode Isl and,
February 14, 1963; |ndiana, February 19, 1963; Utah, February 20, 1963;
M chi gan, February 20, 1963; Col orado, February 21, 1963; Ohio, February
27, 1963; M nnesota, February 27, 1963; New Mexi co, March 5, 1963;
Hawaii, March 6, 1963; North Dakota, March 7, 1963; |daho, March 8,

1963; Washington, March 14, 1963; Vernont, March 15, 1963; Nevada, March
19, 1963; Connecticut, March 20, 1963; Tennessee, March 21, 1963;

Pennsyl vani a, March 25, 1963; Wsconsin, March 26, 1963; Kansas, March
28, 1963; Massachusetts, March 28, 1963; Nebraska, April 4, 1963;
Florida, April 18, 1963; lowa, April 24, 1963; Del aware, May 1, 1963;

M ssouri, May 13, 1963; New Hanmpshire, June 12, 1963; Kentucky, June 27,
1963; Maine, January 16, 1964; South Dakota, January 23, 1964; Virginia,
February 25, 1977.

Ratification was conpleted on January 23, 1964.

The anmendnent was subsequently ratified by North Carolina on May 3,
1989.

The amendnent was rejected by M ssissippi (and not subsequently
ratified) on Decenber 20, 1962.

CERTI FI CATI ON OF VALI DI TY

Publication of the certifying statement of the Adninistrator of Genera
Servi ces that the anendnent had become valid was nmade on Feb. 5, 1964,
F.R Doc. 64-1229, 29 F.R 1715.

ARTI CLE [ XXV. ]

Section 1. In case of the renmoval of the President fromoffice or of his
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death or resignation, the Vice President shall becone President.

Sec. 2. Wienever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President,
the President shall nomnate a Vice President who shall take office upon
confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.

Sec. 3. Wienever the President transnmits to the President pro tenpore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his witten
declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his
office, and until he transmts to thema witten declaration to the
contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice
Presi dent as Acting President.

Sec. 4. Wienever the Vice President and a majority of either the
principal officers of the executive departments or of such other body as
Congress may by |law provide, transnit to the President pro tenpore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their witten
declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office, the Vice President shall inmediately assune the
powers and duties of the office as Acting President.

Thereafter, when the President transnits to the President pro tenpore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his witten
declaration that no inability exists, he shall resune the powers and
duties of his office unless the Vice President and a najority of either
the principal officers of the executive departnmentylAl 17\ N or of such
ot her body as Congress may by |aw provide, transmt within four days to
the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives their witten declaration that the President is unable
to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon Congress

shal | decide the issue, assenbling within forty-eight hours for that
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purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-one days after
receipt of the latter witten declaration, or, if Congress is not in
session, within twenty-one days after Congress is required to assenble,
determ nes by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the President is
unabl e to di scharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice
Presi dent shall continue to discharge the sane as Acting President;
ot herwi se, the President shall resune the powers and duties of his
of fice.
PROPOSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

Thi s anendment was proposed by the Ei ghty-ninth Congress by Senate Joint
Resol ution No. 1, which was approved by the Senate on Feb. 19, 1965, and
by the House of Representatives, in amended form on Apr. 13, 1965. The
House of Representatives agreed to a Conference Report on June 30, 1965,
and the Senate agreed to the Conference Report on July 6, 1965. It was
decl ared by the Admi nistrator of General Services, on Feb. 23, 1967, to
have been ratified by the | egislatures of 39 of the 50 States.

Thi s anendnment was ratified by the foll owi ng States:

Nebraska, July 12, 1965; Wsconsin, July 13, 1965; Cklahona, July 16,
1965; Massachusetts, August 9, 1965; Pennsylvani a, August 18, 1965;
Kent ucky, Septenber 15, 1965; Arizona, Septenber 22, 1965; M chigan
Cctober 5, 1965; |ndiana, October 20, 1965; California, Cctober 21
1965; Arkansas, Novenmber 4, 1965; New Jersey, Novenber 29, 1965;
Del awar e, Decenber 7, 1965; Utah, January 17, 1966; West Virginia,
January 20, 1966; Mine, January 24, 1966; Rhode |sland, January 28,
1966; Col orado, February 3, 1966; New Mexico, February 3, 1966; Kansas,
February 8, 1966; Vernont, February 10, 1966; Al aska, February 18, 1966;

| daho, March 2, 1966; Hawaii, March 3, 1966; Virginia, March 8, 1966;
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M ssi ssi ppi, March 10, 1966; New York, March 14, 1966; Maryl and, March
23, 1966; M ssouri, March 30, 1966; New Hanpshire, June 13, 1966;

Loui siana, July 5, 1966; Tennessee, January 12, 1967; Woni ng, January
25, 1967; Washington, January 26, 1967; lowa, January 26, 1967; Oregon
February 2, 1967; M nnesota, February 10, 1967; Nevada, February 10,
1967.

Ratification was conpleted on February 10, 1967.

The anmendnent was subsequently ratified by Connecticut, February 14,
1967; Montana, February 15, 1967; South Dakota, March 6, 1967; Ohio,
March 7, 1967; Al abama, March 14, 1967; North Carolina, March 22, 1967;
IIlinois, March 22, 1967; Texas, April 25, 1967; Florida, May 25, 1967.

CERTI FI CATI ON OF VALI DI TY

Publication of the certifying statement of the Adninistrator of Genera
Servi ces that the anendnent had become valid was made on Feb. 25, 1967
F.R Doc. 67-2208, 32 F.R 3287.

ARTI CLE [ XXVI . ]

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen
years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any State on account of age.

Sec. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate |egislation.

PROPCSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

Thi s anendnent was proposed by the Ninety-second Congress by Senate
Joint Resolution No. 7, which was approved by the Senate on Mar. 10,
1971, and by the House of Representatives on Mar. 23, 1971. It was
decl ared by the Adm nistrator of General Services on July 5, 1971, to

have been ratified by the | egislatures of 39 of the 50 States.
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This anendnent was ratified by the follow ng States: Connecticut, March
23, 1971; Del aware, March 23, 1971; M nnesota, March 23, 1971
Tennessee, March 23, 1971; Washi ngton, March 23, 1971; Hawaii, Mrch 24,
1971; Massachusetts, March 24, 1971; Mntana, March 29, 1971; Arkansas,
March 30, 1971; |daho, March 30, 1971; lowa, March 30, 1971; Nebraska,
April 2, 1971; New Jersey, April 3, 1971; Kansas, April 7, 1971
M chi gan, April 7, 1971; Al aska, April 8, 1971; Maryland, April 8, 1971
I ndi ana, April 8, 1971; Miine, April 9, 1971; Vernmont, April 16, 1971
Loui siana, April 17, 1971; California, April 19, 1971; Col orado, Apri
27, 1971; Pennsylvania, April 27, 1971; Texas, April 27, 1971; South
Carolina, April 28, 1971; West Virginia, April 28, 1971; New Hanpshire,
May 13, 1971; Arizona, May 14, 1971; Rhode Island, My 27, 1971; New
York, June 2, 1971; Oregon, June 4, 1971; M ssouri, June 14, 1971
W sconsin, June 22, 1971; Illinois, June 29, 1971; Al abanma, June 30,
1971; Onio, June 30, 1971; North Carolina, July 1, 1971; Cklahoma, July
1, 1971.

Ratification was conmpleted on July 1, 1971

The amendnent was subsequently ratified by Virginia, July 8, 1971
Wonmi ng, July 8, 1971; Ceorgia, Cctober 4, 1971

CERTI FI CATI ON OF VALI DI TY

Publication of the certifying statement of the Adninistrator of Genera
Services that the amendnent had beconme valid was made on July 7, 1971
F.R Doc. 71-9691, 36 F.R 12725.

ARTI CLE [ XXVI 1. ]

No | aw, varying the conpensation for the services of the Senators and

Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of Representatives

shal | have intervened.
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PROPOSAL AND RATI FI CATI ON

Thi s anendment, being the second of twelve articles proposed by the
First Congress on Sept. 25, 1789, was declared by the Archivist of the
United States on May 18, 1992, to have been ratified by the |egislatures
of 40 of the 50 States.

Thi s anendnent was ratified by the follow ng States: Maryl and, Decenber
19, 1789; North Carolina, December 22, 1789; South Carolina, January 19,
1790; Del aware, January 28, 1790; Vernont, Novenber 3, 1791; Virginia,
December 15, 1791; Chio, May 6, 1873; Wonmi ng, March 6, 1978; Mai ne,
April 27, 1983; Col orado, April 22, 1984; South Dakota, February 21
1985; New Hanpshire, March 7, 1985; Arizona, April 3, 1985; Tennessee,
May 23, 1985; Okl ahoma, July 10, 1985; New Mexi co, February 14, 1986;

I ndi ana, February 24, 1986; Utah, February 25, 1986; Arkansas, March 6,
1987; Montana, March 17, 1987; Connecticut, May 13, 1987; W sconsin,
July 15, 1987; Georgia, February 2, 1988; West Virginia, March 10, 1988;
Loui siana, July 7, 1988; lowa, February 9, 1989; I|daho, March 23, 1989;
Nevada, April 26, 1989; Al aska, May 6, 1989; Oregon, May 19, 1989;

M nnesota, May 22, 1989; Texas, May 25, 1989; Kansas, April 5, 1990;
Florida, May 31, 1990; North Dakota, March 25, 1991; Al abama, My 5,
1992; M ssouri, May 5, 1992; Mchigan, May 7, 1992; New Jersey, My 7,
1992.

Ratification was conpleted on May 7, 1992.

The anmendnent was subsequently ratified by Illinois on May 12, 1992;
California, June 26, 1992; Rhode Island, June 10, 1993; Hawaii, Apri
29, 1994; Washington, April 6, 1995; Kentucky, March 21, 1996.

CERTI FI CATI ON OF VALIDI TY

Publication of the certifying statement of the Archivist of the United
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States that the anendnent had becone valid was made on May 18, 1992
F.R Doc. 92-11951, 57 F.R 21187.
PROPOSED AVENDMENTS TO THE CONSTI TUTI ON NOT RATI FI ED BY THE STATES

In addition to the 27 amendnments that have been ratified by the required
three-fourths of the States, six other amendnents have been subnmitted to
the States but have not been ratified by them

Begi nning with the proposed Ei ghteenth Amendnent, Congress has
customarily included a provision requiring ratification within seven
years fromthe tinme of the submission to the States. The Suprene Court
in Coleman v. MIller, 307 U S. 433 (1939), declared that the question of
t he reasonabl eness of the tine within which a sufficient nunber of
States nust act is a political question to be deternined by the
Congr ess.

In 1789, twelve proposed articles of amendnent were subnitted to the
States. OF these, Articles Il11-XIl were ratified and becane the first
ten amendnents to the Constitution, popularly known as the Bill of
Rights. In 1992, proposed Article Il was ratified and becane the 27th
amendnment to the Constitution. Proposed Article I which was not ratified
is as foll ows:

" ARTI CLE THE FI RST
"TAfter the first enuneration required by the first article of the
Constitution, there shall be one Representative for every thirty
t housand, until the nunber shall amount to one hundred, after which the
proportion shall be so regul ated by Congress, that there shall be not
| ess than one hundred Representatives, nor |ess than one Representative
for every forty thousand persons, until the nunber of Representatives

shal | amount to two hundred; after which the proportion shall be so
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regul ated by Congress, that there shall not be | ess than two hundred
Representatives, nor nore than one Representative for every fifty
t housand persons.'

Thereafter, in the 2d session of the El eventh Congress, the Congress
proposed the followi ng article of amendnent to the Constitution relating
to acceptance by citizens of the United States of titles of nobility
fromany foreign government.

The proposed anendnent, which was not ratified by three-fourths of the
States, is as follows:

Resol ved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of Anerica, in Congress assenbled, Two thirds of both Houses concurring,
that the foll owing section be submtted to the |egislatures of the
several states, which when ratified by the legislatures of three fourths
of the states, shall be valid and binding, as a part of the constitution
of the United States:

If any citizen of the United States shall accept, claim receive or
retain any title of nobility or honor, or shall, wi thout the consent of
Congress, accept and retain any present, pension, office or enolunment of
any ki nd whatever, from any enperor, king, prince or foreign power, such
person shall cease to be a citizen of the United States, and shall be
i ncapabl e of holding any office of trust or profit under them or either
of them

The foll owi ng anendnent to the Constitution relating to slavery was
proposed by the 2d session of the Thirty-sixth Congress on March 2,

1861, when it passed the Senate, having previously passed the House on
February 28, 1861. It is interesting to note in this connection that

this is the only proposed (and not ratified) amendnent to the
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Constitution to have been signed by the President. The President's
signature i s considered unnecessary because of the constitutiona
provi sion that on the concurrence of two-thirds of both Houses of
Congress the proposal shall be subnmitted to the States for ratification

Resol ved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of Anerica in Congress assenbled, That the followi ng article be proposed
to the Legislatures of the several States as an amendnent to the
Constitution of the United States, which, when ratified by three-fourths
of said Legislatures, shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as
part of the said Constitution, viz:

" T ARTI CLE THI RTEEN

" No amendnent shall be nade to the Constitution which will authorize or
give to Congress the power to abolish or interfere, within any State,
with the donestic institutions thereof, including that of persons held
to | abor or service by the laws of said State.'

A child | abor amendnent was proposed by the 1st session of the Sixty-
ei ghth Congress on June 2, 1926, when it passed the Senate, having
previously passed the House on April 26, 1926. The proposed anendnent,
whi ch has been ratified by 28 States, to date, is as follows:
Joi nt Resol ution Proposing an Amendnent to the Constitution of the United

St at es

Resol ved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assenbled (two-thirds of each House
concurring therein), That the following article is proposed as an
amendnent to the Constitution of the United States, which, when
ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States,

shall be valid to all intents and purposes as a part of the
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Constitution:
" ARTI CLE-.

"“Section 1. The Congress shall have power to limt, regulate, and
prohi bit the | abor of persons under eighteen years of age.

"“Section 2. The power of the several States is uninpaired by this
article except that the operation of State |aws shall be suspended to
the extent necessary to give effect to |legislation enacted by the
Congress. "'

An anendnent relative to equal rights for nen and wonen was proposed by
the 2d session of the Ni nety-second Congress on March 22, 1972, when it
passed the Senate, having previously passed the House on Cctober 12,
1971. The seven-year deadline for ratification of the proposed anendment
was extended to June 30, 1982, by the 2d session of the Ninety-fifth
Congress. The proposed anmendnent, which was not ratified by three-
fourths of the States by June 30, 1982, is as follows:

Joi nt Resol ution Proposing an Anmendnent to the Constitution of the
United States Relative to Equal Rights for Men and Wonen

Resol ved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assenbled (two-thirds of each House
concurring therein), That the following article is proposed as an
amendnent to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid
to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by
the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven
years fromthe date of its submi ssion by the Congress:

" ARTI CLE-
““Section 1. Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or

abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.
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Sec. 2. The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate
| egi slation, the provisions of this article.

"“Sec. 3. This anendnent shall take effect two years after the date of
ratification.'

An amendnent relative to voting rights for the District of Colunbia was
proposed by the 2d session of the Ninety-fifth Congress on August 22,

1978, when it passed the Senate, having previously passed the House on
March 2, 1978. The proposed anmendrment, which was not ratified by three-
fourths of the States within the specified seven-year period, is as
fol | ows:

Joi nt Resol ution Proposing an Amendnent to the Constitution To Provide
for Representation of the District of Colunbia in the Congress.

Resol ved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of Anerica in Congress assenbled (two-thirds of each House concurring
therein), That the following article is proposed as an anendment to the
Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents
and purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by the
| egi sl atures of three-fourths of the several States within seven years
fromthe date of its subm ssion by the Congress:

" ARTI CLE-

““Section 1. For purposes of representation in the Congress, election of
the President and Vice President, and article V of this Constitution
the District constituting the seat of governnent of the United States
shall be treated as though it were a State.

"“Sec. 2. The exercise of the rights and powers conferred under this

article shall be by the people of the District constituting the seat of

government, and as shall be provided by the Congress.
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Sec. 3. The twenty-third article of amendnment to the Constitution of

the United States is hereby repeal ed.

"“Sec. 4. This article shall be inoperative, unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendnent to the Constitution by the |egislatures of
three-fourths of the several States within seven years fromthe date of
its submssion."''

- FOOTNOTE-

('12) The first ten anendnents to the Constitution of the United States
(and two others, one of which failed of ratification and the other which
| ater becane the 27th anendnment) were proposed to the |egislatures of
the several States by the First Congress on Septenber 25, 1789. The
first ten anendnments were ratified by the followi ng States, and the
notifications of ratification by the Governors thereof were successively
conmuni cated by the President to Congress: New Jersey, Novenber 20,

1789; Maryl and, Decenber 19, 1789; North Carolina, Decenber 22, 1789;
South Carolina, January 19, 1790; New Hanpshire, January 25, 1790;
Del aware, January 28, 1790; New York, February 24, 1790; Pennsylvania
March 10, 1790; Rhode Island, June 7, 1790; Vernont, Novenber 3, 1791
and Virginia, Decenmber 15, 1791

Ratification was conpl eted on Decenber 15, 1791

The amendnents were subsequently ratified by the |egislatures of
Massachusetts, March 2, 1939; CGeorgia, March 18, 1939; and Connecti cut,
April 19, 1939.

('13)Only the 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th articles of anendnent had
nunbers assigned to themat the time of ratification

('14) This sentence has been superseded by section 3 of amendnent XX

(!'15) See anendnent XI X and section 1 of anendment XXVI
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(!'16) Repeal ed by section 1 of anendnent XXI.

('17)So in original. Probably should be " “departnents''.
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